
Introduction to American Studies・アメリカ研究入門

Example Body Paragraph: Main Section / Focus

A. Read the paragraph below and find

(1) The topic sentence
(2) Three supporting points with details
(3) The concluding sentence

B. How are the supporting sentences organized? by time? by space? by importance?

 The MacIntosh Computer, the iPod and the iPhone are three of Steve Jobs’ most 

successful and revolutionary products. First, the MacIntosh Computer, introduced 

in 1984, had a graphical user interface and included software for painting, 

drawing and writing. In the beginning, the computer did not sell well, but new 

software released in 1985 allowed users to design, preview and print documents 

with text and graphics. This development helped expand a new desktop publishing 

industry, where small companies could produce high-quality books, magazines 

and reports as well as graphics. Second, the iPod, introduced in 2001, was a new 

design for a portable music player. At first, people did not understand the 

importance of this new product, but two years later Apple launched its own Music 

Store, which started a revolution in the music business, from LPs and CDs to 

digital MP3 downloads. Today, the Music Store makes more than 3 billion dollars 

in profit for Apple. Finally, and most importantly, the iPhone, introduced in 2007, 

has revolutionized the communications industry. On its release, the most 

important feature of this new cell phone was the touchscreen, but it also allowed 

users to check mail, send text messages and surf the Web. In its first year, the 

iPhone earned just 5 million dollars in profits for the company, but by 2011 total 

sales were up to 47 billion dollars, and in the last 3 months of 2014 alone the 

company sold 74 million phones, or more than 51 billion dollars in sales, making 

the iPhone the most popular and profitable product in history. In sum, the 

MacIntosh Computer, the iPod and the iPhone have been very successful products 

and have brought great changes in work, music entertainment and communication. 
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Introduction to American Studies・アメリカ研究入門

Example Body Paragraph: Background Section

A. Read the paragraph below and find

(1) The topic sentence
(2) Supporting biographical details
(3) The concluding sentence

B. How are the supporting sentences organized? by time? by space? by importance?

      Steven Paul Jobs is known as one of the greatest American entrepreneurs of 

the twentieth century. He was born on February 24th, 1955 in San Francisco, 

California. His parents were graduate students at the University of Wisconsin, 

who gave their son up for adoption at birth. Steve was adopted by Paul and Clara 

Jobs, and he grew up in Mountain View, California, near the area that would be 

later called Silocon Valley, the center of the US computer industry. When Steve 

was a boy he and father would do electronic projects together. Young Steve was a 

brilliant student, but he didn’t like school. In high school, Jobs met Steve 

Wozniak, who also loved electronics, and the two would later form Apple 

Computer together in 1976, after Jobs dropped out of university. Together they 

created the personal computer, and by 1980 Apple was a publicly traded company 

worth 1.2 billion dollars. The company’s success continued with the MacIntosh in 

1984, but Jobs left the company in 1985 and founded Pixar Animation Studios and 

new computer company called NeXT. Jobs returned to the company in 1996 and 

led the design of many new products: the iMac, the iPod, the iPhone and iPad. 

Another great success was the iTunes Music Store, a digital music service which 

was the second largest seller of music in the US by 2008. In 2003, Jobs was 

diagnosed with cancer but choose to do special medical treatments. By 2009, the 

disease was serious and Jobs’ condition deteriorated. He passed away in October 

of 2011 at the age of 55. He is regarded as one of the greatest inventors and 

business leaders of the twentieth century.
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