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Ursula K. Le Guin 1929

Earthsea
The Eye of the Heron 1978
Beginning Place 1980

Gals, Won"t You Come Out Tonight” 1987

“

The

Buffalo

Other than the continuing voice of feminism, scholarship about Le

Guin has gone through several critical fads.

The earliest criticism

looked at two major influences on her work, Taoism and Jungian

psychology. Academics mined Le Guin®s science fiction and fantasy

for every aspect of both. 117



Helford

I want to tell my own stories. In telling some of them I certainly
do use certain ideas and images that come from the great literature
of Western Native America. | also use ideas and images that come
from China - | have been using exploiting, appropriating? Lao
Tzu for years as the very basis of my invention and conceptions of

the world. Is this equally reprehensible?  87-88

The Lathe of Heaven 1971

“ "Heaven the Equalizer®™ was translated by James Legge as

“the Lathe of Heaven®" (Non-Euclidean 93



1998 Lao

Tzu Tao Te Ching: A Book about the Way and the Power of the

Wway J. P. Seaton
30 Ged
Ogion
Taoism
(40)
Cummins “ Frequently in Western thought dualities

are viewed as opposites, competing for dominance. In the Eastern
tradition, particularly in Taoism, with which Le Guin is
familiar, dualities are viewed as correlates or

complements.” (81)

AWizard



of Farthsea 1968 Wizard
“ Only in silence the word, only in dark the light, only

in dying life: bright the hawk"s flight on the empty sky.”

18

20

11

Thirty spokes / meet in the hub. / Where the wheel isn"t / is
where it"s useful.

Hollowed out, / clay makes a pot. / Where the pot"s not / is
where it"s useful.

Cut doors and windows / to make a room. / Where the room isn"t,
/ there®s room for you.

So the profit in what is / is in the use of what isn"t. Le

Guin 11 "The use of not" 14

“ To hear, one must be silent.”
Wizard 22 “ Only what is mortal bears life” The
Farthest Shore 1972 Shore 151 “ Toseea

candle®s light one must take it into a dark place.” (Shore 153)



(yin and yang

16

Our civilization is now so intensely yang that any imagination of
bettering its injustices or eluding its self-destruct-iveness must
involve a reversal. ... To attain the constant, to end in order, we
must return, go round, go inward, goyinward. Whatwouldayin utopia
be? It would be dark, wet, obscure, weak, yielding, passive,
participatory, circular, cyclical, peaceful, nurturant, retreating,

contracting, and cold. Non-Euclidean 90

1981

The Language of the Night

1979

57

So a wise leader might say:

I practice inaction, and the people look after themselves.

I love to be quiet, and the people themselves find justice.



I don"t do business, and people prosper on their own.
I don"t have wants, and the people themselves are uncut wood.

Le Guin 57 T"Being simple” 75

57
“ But if there were
a king over us all again,... and |1 were that mage, | would say to
him: My lord, do nothing because it is righteous, or praiseworthy,
or noble, to do so; do nothing because it seems good to do so; do
only that which you must do, and which you cannot do in any other
way.” (Shore 77

9 Shore

Brim-full the bowl,/it"Il spill over./Keep sharpening the
blade,/you®ll soon blunt it.

Nobody can protect/a house full of good and jade.

Wealth, status, pride, are their own ruin./To do good, work
well, and lie low/is the way of the blessing. Le Guin 9

"Being quiet"12

Shore

“ He has done with doing. He goes home.” Shore 213



you must not change
one thing, ... one grin of sand, until you know what good and evil
will follow on the act. The world is 1in balance, in
Equilibrium.” Wizard 56 “ 1t was he who showed them
why the true wizard uses such spells only need, since to summon
up such earthly forces is to change the earth of which they are

a part. “Rain on Roke may be drouth in Osskil®” (69)

42

The Way bears one./The one bears two./The two bear three./The
three bear the ten thousand things./The ten thousand things
/carry the yin on their shoulders/and hold in their arms the
yang,/whose interplay of energy/makes harmony. Le Guin

42 "Children of the Way" 57

1970

Manlove

“ The trilogy is also informed with the ethic



of accepting or of keeping things as they are, or of allowing
them to express their true being--that is, so long as they are
good.” 290 Shore

18 Tehanu 1990

The first Tao Te Ching I ever saw was the Paul Carus edition
of 1898, ... It was a venerable object of mystery, which I soon
investigated, and found more fascinating inside than out. The
book was my father®s; he read in it often.... He said he was
marking which chapters he"d like to have read at his funeral.
We did read those chapters at his memorial service. | have the

book.... I"d like to have read at my funeral. Le Guin ix

“ | started in my twenties

with a few chapters.” 107

“ The Tao Te Ching is partly in prose, partly in verse; but as
we define poetry now, not by rhyme and meter but as a patterned

intensity of language, the whole thing is poetry.” ix

4



"Useful emptiness”

I want a Book of
the Way accessible to a present-day, unwise, unpowerful, and
perhaps unmale reader, not seeking esoteric secrets, but listen-

ing for a voice that speaks to the soul.” i X-X

So the unwanting soul/sees what"s hidden,/and the

ever-wanting soul/sees only what it wants. Le Guin 3

He who desireless is found/The spiritual of the world will
sound./But he who by desire is bound/Sees the mere shell of

things around. Carus 30
Truly, "Only he that rids himself forever of desire can see
the Secret Essences®;/He that has never rid himself of

desire can see only the Outcomes. Waleyl4l

Ever desireless, one can see the mystery./Ever desiring, one

can see the manifestation. Feng and English °

Carus Waley he



he

Feng and English mystery manifestation
what"s hidden only

what it wants

The valley spirit never dies./Call it the mystery, the woman.

Le Guin 9

The valley sprit not expires,/Mysterious woman "tis called

by the sires. Carus 37

The Valley Spirit never dies./It is named the Mysterious

Female. Waley 149

The valley spirit never dies;/It is the woman, primal mother.

Feng and English

woman mystery

25



So they say:“ The Way is great,/heaven is great,/earth is great,/and
humankind is great;/four greatness in the world, /and humanity is

one of them.” Le Guin 35

The saying goes:/"Reason is great, heaven is great, earth is great,
and royalty also is great. [There are four things in the world that

are great, and royalty is one of them.] Carus 68

Thus just as Tao has "this greatness”® and as earth has it and as heaven
has it, so may the ruler also have it. Thus "within the realm there
are four portion of greatness®, and one belongs to the king. Wwaley

174

Therefore, "Tao is great;/Heaven is great;/Earth is great;/The king
is also great."/These are the four great powers of the universe, And

the king is one of them. Feng and English

Carus seems to be a gloss which slipped

into the text.” 68
“ 1 think a Confucian copyist slipped the king in.”

“ The king garbles the sense of the poem and goes

against the spirit of the book. | dethroned him.” 114-115



Wizard

The Tombs of Atuan

1972  Shore

Tehanu

‘ All changed! Changed, Tenar! wait here, for " (29)

Tales from Earthsea 2001

“ The Bones of the Earth” “ Bones”
Heleth
Wizard
10 1968 Wizard
1990 Tehanu 2001 “ Bones”

‘ To hear, one must be

silent.” Wizard 22

“ And the mage®s long, listening silence would fill the room,

and fill Ged"s mind” 24 16



Be completely empty./Be perfectly serene./The ten thousand things
arise together;/in their arising is their return./ Now they flower,
and flowering/sink homeward/returning to the root.

The return to the root/is peace./Peace:to accept what must be,/to
know what endures./In that knowledge is wisdom./Without it, ruin,
disorder.

To know what endures/is to be openhearted,/magnanimous,/regal,/
blessed,/following the Tao,/the way that endures forever./The body
comes to its ending,/but there is nothing to fear. Le Guin 16

"Returning to the root" 22—23

You did not come to me,

but I to you.” (Wizard 30)

“

wizard

Bones”

“ 1"ve been there....



My master is Heleth.” 145

20

“ 1 could hold the Gate open” “ he held

the Mountain still” 161-162

“ Listening is a rare gift”

they had not paid attention to her.” Tehanu

32

“ Never one
thing, for you” Tehanu 29

“ Bones”

“ These
books were very ancient, Ogion having them from his own master
Heleth Farseer, and Heleth from his master the Mage of
Perregal”  Wizard?28

“ Bones”

Ard



“ he was in the bones of the mountain” 161

Tenanu The Other Wind

2001
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